
U N I T E D S T A T E S E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O T E C T I O N A G E N C Y _ _ _.._..-
R E G I O N 8 , M O N T A N A O F F I C E ^———————~~F E D E R A L B U I L D I N G , 1 0 W . 15 t h S T R E E T , S U I T E 3200 «DMS Document I DH E L E N A , M O N T A N A 59626 .-—..........ininii

R e f : 8 M O
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S e n a t o r Conrad Burns
A t t n : C i n d y Perdue-Dolan
125 Wes t G r a n i t e S t r e e t
Butte, MT 59701
Dear Ms. Perdue Dolan,

T h a n k you for r e f e r r i n g Joe Dow's A u g u s t 8, 2002 l e t t e r to me for response. I empath ize
wi th his d i f f i c u l t s i tua t ion. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , EPA is res tricted by its au thor i ty as to what it can do.

The Agency cannot purchase the p r o p e r t y or compensate Mr. Dow for any losses he may have
incurred as a result of his moving to G l e n d i v e . Nor can EPA compel the l ender to make changes to
the loan agreement.

It may interest Mr. Dow to know that EPA's c l eanup at the "Rainy Creek Nursery ,"the former
screening p l a n t proper ty w i l l be done by the end of the summer. Restoration work w i l l then begin.
The d i sappearance of c l ean-up equipment and red f e n c e s a l ong wi th the appearance of grass next
summer should be a welcome s ight .

My s t a f f w i l l be h a p p y to t a l k w i th Mr. Dow a n d / o r his realtor or any p r o s p e c t i v e purchaser
about the s i t ua t i on in Libby. S i n c e Mr. Dow seems sure that the home is not contaminated , EPA can
e x p e d i t e a f ormal screening and o f f e r a l e t t e r showing a clean b i l l o f h e a l t h for his home. EPA s t a f f
have been able, through c l ear ing up some m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , to assist a few other Libby r e s id en t s
wi th home sales.

The media at tent ion on the hea l th risks of vermiculite in Libby has r i g h t l y caught p e o p l e ' s
a t t e n t i o n . We hope that the c l e a n u p w i l l a l so be covered in the nat ional news. EPA w i l l work to get
the good news out to the p u b l i c as we progres s with the c l eanup of contaminated areas in Libby.

Please don't he s i ta t e to call or have Mr. Dow c a l l me at 406-457-5001 if you have f u r t h e r
ques t ions or concerns. You or Mr. Dow may also call W e n d y T h o m i , the Communi ty I n v o l v e m e n t
Coord ina tor for the Libby s i t e , at 406-457-5037.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Director
Montana O f f i c e
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